
    

 

October 2019 
News From the Board of Education 
The Board of Education recently attended the BC 
School Trustees Association (BCSTA) Thompson 
Okanagan Branch. The Thompson Okanagan Branch is 
comprised of ten school districts in the Okanagan 
region, which advocate for students by discussing 
concerns and challenges, sharing best practices, and 
providing education and capacity building 
opportunities to member trustees. Trustees 
participated in a professional development session 
that included training on the BCSTA portal that 
provides a large collection of resources, learning 
guides and discussion forums for trustee members. 
 
News in Education 
Premier’s Awards for Excellence in Education were 
created to recognize the vast contributions of BC’s 
exceptional teachers, administrators and support staff 
that are vital to the cultural, economic and social well-
being of the province.  Congratulations, Colleen 
Minnabarriet, District Principal for your contributions to 
Gold Trail and a finalist for this year’s prestigious 
award. 
 
In honour of Orange Shirt Day on September 30, 
students and staff wore shirts designed by Gold Trail 
student, Montana Abbott.  
 
Orange Shirt Day began in 2013 as a result of Phyllis 
Jack Webstad discussing her experience when she 
arrived at a residential school. Ms. Webstad was a six-
year-old, third generation residential school attendee, 
when the new orange shirt she chose for her first day 
of school was removed. She never saw it again.  
 
The date was chosen for this annual event as it is the 
time of year in which Indigenous children were 
historically taken from their homes to residential 
schools. 

 

As part of the BC Tripartite Education Agreement 
(BCTEA), one of the six teacher professional 
development days for the 2019/20 school year is 
focused on enhancing Indigenous student learning 
outcomes. In September, all employees participated in 
a Culture Camp in one of the following communities: 
Ashcroft Band, Bonaparte Band, Lytton First Nation, 
Sekw’el’was and Xwisten. The district is grateful to the 
communities, resource people and Elders for their 
continued support of staff professional growth and 
understanding through these days of learning. 
 

 
 

Recently, the Superintendent and Chair of the First 
Peoples Education Council attended the First Nations 
Steering Committee (FNESC) and Ministry of 
Education’s Jointly Convened Annual Meeting. The 
purpose of the meeting was to support the success of 
First Nations students in BC public schools. Agenda 
topics included the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action, the 
Tsilhqot’in decision and the Draft 10 Principles that 
Guide the Province of British Columbia’s Relationship 
with Indigenous Peoples. 

 
News in Business 
As a result of the recent mill closures in the region, a 
recruitment fair sponsored in part by Work BC, was 
held in September in 100 Mile. District staff 
participated in the fair to highlight support staff 
positions and relief opportunities in custodial, clerical 
and bus driving. The event attracted many individuals 
and organizations and was a positive experience for 
participants. 
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